


THE GOLF DIGEST INTERVIEW
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King of the Q&A

GOLF CHANNEL HOS

In the seven years since the inception of The Golf Channel, no one has become more closely idenrified with the cable network

PETER KESSLER

than Peter Kessler. As host of *Golf Talk Live” and "Academy Live” Kessler has had a privileged seat nest to the game's best

HAS INTERVIEWED

phayers and teachers. His guest book reads like a Who's Whe of the game, from old-timers Sararen, Snead and Runyan to cur-

THE BIGGEST NAMES IN GOLF.

TemE sLars “"-"-:I‘d-'i-. Garcia and l]u'l"l:ll . ® You Ij'.:l'“l[ have ra be ane of The {'u-nll"l;h.:nml'j 45 midbioe sicweis fo aAppreciate .l|“. 11,:-.

NOW WE TURN THE TABLES

hind-the-scenes stories he tells in this incerview: everything from a guest bareling a bladder problem dunng a live show to

ON HIM

surprises, rears and laughter from the giants of the game. Kessler has shown a knack for getring them all ro open up on the
AND YOU SHOULD HEAR HIS ANSWERS)

air—in his words, as a fan who gets to ask the questions that everybody wanes to ask. ® Kessler found his lifework relatively

Lare (he turns 50 in February), Before The Golf Channel, he bounced from London to Wall Street before landing a gig as

“the voice of HBO Spores.” With that smoky baritone coming from his coxy studio serring, Kessler has become a big player

in the TV game. He has become 3o big, in fact, that he may have outgrown The Golf Channel. Kessber, refreshingly forth-

right talking about his guests—and himself~in this interview, has clashed with management over the past year and found

his on-air time sealed back. There was speculation ar press oime that his days with the neowork were numbered, But even if

and when that transpires, we're sure we haven't seen or heard the lase of him.

BY PETER McCLEERY - PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID WALBERG
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GOLF DIGEST: Do you ever feel as if you
hawe the best job in golf?

PETER KESSLER: | thoughe the best job
in golf was being Tiger Woods. 5o if
:|.-|1|.|"rt' MO FoMng b0 hﬂ'l‘:ﬁrr. yeLt ek at
all ehe ather possibilires. Bur in terms of
the fulfillment quotient, i’ really high
Ive done 1, 300-plus bours of live gelevi-
i for The Golf Channel, and ["ve
never become bored with ir. I've never
taken it for granted.

some of your mare memorable Inter-
wiews have been with golf's golden
oldies. Did you ever have to halt 5am
Enead from telling some of his mumnchy
stores on tha air?

Sam saved the raunchy stories For the
car ride, and he told them to my then-6-
year-old gon, Kevin, Sam told Kevin two
dirty jokes in the back of that imousine
that were ag Fdﬂ'lr.:.s an_'!.'tl'ling you e
ever heard. My Ea}!.:.ranl-d I:eq:rr. Imﬁng
ac me like, “mmhrdﬁngdbmt}"ﬂmr
afrer seven yEars af F::.\-:hm:hrra.p:.- my
son 15 finally coming out of ie.

What about the night you intendewed
Gene Sarazen—wasn't he known for
being a little difficult at times?

Mg that night. He was sweet as sugar. In
1920, he vzed to rake the train from
Harmison, MY, inte Mew York City. At
Pelham Station, he woold men into the
Ziegleld Follies chorus girls, and he
would flire with one in particular whe,
in his vernacular, "wouldn't give me a
tumble,” meaning she wouldn't firt
with him—I chink in those days "tum-
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ble” meant i He sad char
o the air,

He said, "Sixry years poes
by and a woman walks up o
e and says, Do you remem-
ber me?’ = Nowir's 1980, And
he said, "1 looked her owver
and I didn't recognize her,
and | pold her =0, And she
sand, “'Well, I'm the blande
char you used ea Flire with on the plar-
form e Pelham o 1920, and my name
newy 1% Mrs. Bob Hope”

What would rank as your favorite inter-
views over the past seven years?

The interaew wat h_[qihnr'l:,-' Miller, the in-
rervaew with Saraeen, the lasz full inree-
view with Payne Stewart and the
inerview with Armold afrer hiz wile,

Winne, pa_-..u-ud away aroiimnd '111.:r|!|ugn'- i

eng of 1999,

1 agonized over how to handle the sit-
warion with Amald. On the one hand, [
didn’t want eo raise the subject right
away. Om the other hand, 1f it's real Life
and you've just had a tragedy in your
f.lm'i'l:r-. 1 wouldn't azk §oL abaur your
golf game before 1 told you [ was sorry
about vour personal eragedy.

[ tried to imagine all of the possible
reactions that Amold could have. And [
krmar chiar one rezction would be that he
wouldn't be able to speak. [ had decided
thar if that ocowrred | would let him re-
group 11:.- reminn:[ing him of how EVETY
tme Winnie came to the studio with
hem she sac 10 feer away and never paid
anengion o one word efther of us =d,
Ehe found it so fasainating that she knit-
ted, she ralked on the |:|-1'||:|r|.|r_ ghe read 3
book, she wrote letters, she made lises—
J:l.-'eq.-'l;hing bot listen o the o of us
She might have listenad i she had heard
the ERC Il driver debate between you
o B year later,

Thiere wouldn'c have been an ERC 11 de-
bate, because Winnse would not have lec

'SAM SAVED THE RAUNCHY STORIES
FOR THE CAR RIDE, AND HE TOLD
THEM TO MY THEN-6-YEAR-OLD SON.

Armnold endorse a nonconforming golf
club. She'd have hir him over the head
wath thar galf elub in fve minuies—n
five secondi—and rhere never would
have been any issue of this wharsosser,

Wae'll gt to that later. Dascribe the re-
Action when you mentioned Winnie to
Arnodd that first time in the intendew.

He wepr openly, and when the segment
came o an end, | leansd over to ham and
uhiﬁpﬂmd. “Are you OK, Armied™ And he
o, “Thar's whar 1|1e:|-' wanted, and we
both knew thar's whar we had ro give
them.” Ir made me appreciare not only
his sensienaey to who he was as a profes.

The Kessler File

Born: Feb, &, 1952, Mew York City,

Residence: Orlandea,

Faamilly: Wile, Janat; Christophar, 21;
Jernifer, 15: Kevin, 13.

College: Aliant Intemational Linssarsity.

CARFTER HIGHLIGHTS

The Golf Channel: Notable guests
include David Cureal, Nick Falda, Tim
Fincham, Siurgib Garcis, N'tnl:y Lopaz,
Jack Micklaus, Greg Marman, Aumold
FPalmes, Gary Player, Paul Ruryan,
Gene Sarazen, Sam Snead, Payre
Sterviart and Taper Woods.

HBO: Former "woice of HED Sports,”
including the Emmy Awward-winring
baseball documentary, “When |t Was
a Csarme L

Business: M M Rothschild & Sons Lid.,
London, vice president, acquisitons;
Caslomon Smith Bamey, MNew York,
markating specialist, vice pressdont

OTHER

Golf handicap: 7.

Golf highlights: 1976 dub champéon at
La Costa [Calil) Fesort & Spa. - . . Shat
75 at Pine Valley in 1989 with 14
greens in regulation,

Golf lowlights: Bogoyed the Lt hode all
three temes b has had a chance to
break 70,
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sional bur whe he was as a human being.
Anything particularly surprising that
has come from a guest?

I generally ask questions where | have a
good sense of what the answer is, be-
cause | know it's going o be a greag an-
swer, But somecimes | have been
surprised by the whole package that has
COME QUL

Johnmy Miller was on the show eardy
in 95, Most people are not aware that
when John was 10 yvears ofd his teenage
brother died in a swimming accdent in
the Pacific, and chey didn'c find his
body for weeks. Johnny and his brother
were extremely close, and Iasked him
abour it And he openly wept abour i,
had no reservacions about showing us
exactly whar thar had done oo him, how
thar helped shape who he became, how
it shaped how he set up his values as a
facher of a iy family and gave him a
sense of how fleeting all of this can be.

That was the event thar triggered his
father setting up 4 net and a mar in the
basement for Johnny to learn to play
golf, o that his mourning could be
tumed into positive energy. With his
eyes full of trars, looking me nght i the
eyes, he mwold the story as chough it had
happened the day before.

And chen two seconds lager, a caller
asked him how o shift your weight onto
your left side. Wow that’s going from A
to Z in a heartbear, and be didn't miss a
bear. Like everybody else at home, I
thought how astomishing and revealing
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it was, how quickly he could
change gears, how acutely
aware b was of the environ-
ment and whar was expected
of him as a guese. Ir was bnl-
liane. | had no idea how
many levels Johnny Miller
aperated on.

I asked Payne Steware
once, “[Hd the game come
easily to you?® And he said, "Ves, it did
It came very easihe” And o most of my
guests, the game came eastly. These were
the chosen few, And these peaple have
been sheltered to a large extent and been
coddled and been told how wanderful
they are.

As a result of that sheltering, some-
times they can be self-absorbed,
Without naming names, we have had a
number of guests who I was absolurely
certain had never read a book in their
lives, were incapable of talking about
anycthing other chan golf, because
that's been their existence as a profes-
sional achleve. But I would say I've been
generally impressed char our guests
have been able vo figure out how o
have a well-balanced life, and that
being intereseed in life bovond vour L
tle existence helps to make you more
ENLEFESLING.

Do you put Payne Stewart on the fa-
vorites list because he died preama-
turaly or because he was 50 great
whan e wiss on th show?

1 think it was borh. He was alvways a
grear guest, When he wanted eo, he
would disengage the governor between
his brain and his mouch and jusr lex
hirmself go.

Wasn't he scheduled to come on again
shortly before he died?

He was supposed to do "Golf Talk Live"
the meonth chas he died. Bae be haad done
that sally Chinese imitation i public,
and he ended wp getting scathed for thar

| SAID, "YOU CANNOT GO TO THE
BATHROOM DURING THE SHOW.” . ..
HE SAID, “I'M GOING."

Hit wing responding o Peter Alllss' com.
maits pbout howw wiee might &g well all
be Chinase, 50 forelgn ware the Ewmo-
peans to the Amercans.

You got it. 5o he canceled on me, [t jusy
s0 happened char The Golf Channel
sent me o cover the Dunhill Cup. | was
sieeing with Payne on the steps behind
the 18th green ar the Old Course, and
he apologized for not doing the show
and he said, “Look, we'll both be in Or-
lando in Movember, so let's play golf,
I'll come do the show. And remember,
it's nak like we don’e have all the dme in
the world.®

And rwo weeks and a day lacer, Payne
Seewart was gone. That was my lase con-
tact with him.

‘what about some of the not-so-good
Euests?

I've never had a jerk in the chair except
for me. Mobody has walked off che ser.

Well, as a matter of fact, someone did
walk off the set, and thas was o use the
mens room., This is a live show, This
isn't live on tape; it's get it right or not,
and that's what you've got. One particu
lar player with a reputation for being dif-
ficult and nasty in his pome in the lae
"Bl andd eacly 705 said co me that it was
possible that he might have o use the
mien's reom during the show, as he was
having a licke problem.

I said, *You cannot go to the bath-
room during the show; you go now. It's
10 oo B—unload your bladder, and you
st hawve oo sic for an hour”

Well ac 8:30, afver celling me three
times ar the three previous commercial
breaks thar he had to go, he said, "I'm
going,” And so we had one of our audio
technicians unhook the wires. My pro-
ducer tried to mn the longest series of
commercials he could, bur when we
came back on the air | was alone, 5o |
asked a question thar went on and on
and on. When he's finally back in the



'MOST GUESTS ARE NERVOUS
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SHOW.
EVEN GREG NORMAN.'

chair, the vares are hooked back up and
thee techmician's '."_:.-'l.ng behind the |:|'|.1;|1'I
becanse there wasn't ttme ﬁ:rr ham forn
afF the zat. I'."a}" the fime [ En:”:.-' Firished
the quesion, the LD locked at me and
aand “Could Yol repeat that?”

Can't you tell us who he 57 You're mot
going to just tease us Hke that, are you?
Dave Hill, I don't want Dave o never
speak to me again—he was a wonderful
fabest bt 18 was Dave.

Do you recall anyone being particulmry
nervows before or during the show?
Mot FUESts dTe Nervous at the 1_1rg-in-
ning af the show. Even L'::r;-g Mormman.
You think of him as :n:rrdl.H}' SCCLTE 1N
ki e skin, He had wanied o do a
twokhour show, because there had never
been a twoehour, solo-guest "Golf Talk
Live," and certainly with Greg Norman
thers"s ]'Ill'ﬂl.':r' of marerial o do twa
higiire | sand o ham before the show,
“Voui're the aone who wanied rwo howrs—
you better be prefty dammn I':Hrim.ung
rl.'.-|1:|3_|11.' And he vas—we could have
dane maore than o hours

15 it true you had to audithon for Bor.
man belore he agreed to come o6

[ did audition far thar job, We drove
darivm o s office and my pnh.‘l.ucﬂ' ST
up a camera. At one point, the subject of
arrogance came up, [ could feel my pro-
diicer hw.al:hlns hard and hearrs h#.:.ring
fast behund me.

We wii en chairs thar fced each other
illh"«rf[}'.]"ﬂ a Foof or =0 .1|'|arr_.1r|.-:l ng
ot rib'llr iy face, He zand, “Are you
n‘a”mb: af a £ And | sand, “Yeah,
and 11 el o uh:p * 1 did tell ham wihy
| &5id, Yo can't have n'c‘r:rrhlrlg thuag
:|.'|.1'|:| |'|.1|'.'vr. the way thae PO Jnnk,_ I.'I'l-a_'
l‘-:'-d'_g." thai 1I."cl|.|'1.'-|:' got, the chans=ma thar
;p::lu'u' o, thie Sntl" gaume thar r.'u:lll"'.l:' 204
and then stand up afrer yvou blow a
Tk o r|1.'|:rr|.rl|.-::-n-.|'||p- and Sy, Tt doesn’t
imatter, becaiime 've gok S mulbion in
the bank " That makes Vo arrogant, The

Greg Norman who is nef ar-
rogant is the one who did
that senes of commercials
where you have the sign on
vour back thar said, "Kick
me,’ where you were self-dep-
FOCanng.”

For some reason, from
that moment Greg and [ goe
along, and | think he appreci-
aved whart | had o sy, When we Fnally
did che show togedher, he was as honest
a5 could be
Wind havie been o of your worst or
toughest interdtas, toughast moments?
I've never had anybody | would charae-
terize 45 a bad or worst guest, bur cer-
tainly I've had some really rough
CEFCULIMTIELATICES,

Tim Finchem and | had a show that
was very difficule. Ir was cght after che
bemnmning of the Casey Marmin siouarion
an the use of carrs, and the commis-
sioner was taking some hear. He was a
debate champion, he was an artormey, he
is nobody's fool, and he was ready for
this. He made ir a debare insgead of a
char, and rarher than letring me ask che
next question, he would anbcipate aecu-
rately my next question and juse keep
going. I had oo incerrupe him—or | chose
ey, which is not generally my seyle | re
member being tough on him, becavse he
made the emvironment coughe [ rold him
ar one poing thar a pamicular anower wasd
unacceprable. So it was a show wirh a
great deal of rension—even chough we
were being silly with each other duning
thie breaks.

Any others spring to mind for different
reasons’

Annika Sorenscam and Helen Alfreds-
son came on the show together early on,
I tried ro ask an opening question that
would elicit a long, thoughoul answer
from borh of theme So 1 nermed o Helen
first and T said, "You know, Sweden, a

PET_EFE.-?EEEELEHI

country we think of as h:mF a ]'.il.'l.i:t
where ¥odu can PE::.'gc-]l'onI_v L5 munutes
a year—how it that youi fell m love with
Eu]r and how 15 thae you ever felt thac
this could become mm:'r.hl.ng thar you
could make a hife out of#® And Helen
turned to me and ]tl:-:'r.all:.' sard, “Well
when I was 11_1 searced to FI'“]" and
when [ was 24, 1 turmed pn.'h.'

That's all she said. I'm h-nhms for
three or four munutes here, abour her fa-
ther and about the Soedish Golf Pedera-
tion and [national coeach| Pia Milsson,
and [ got |'.1.1|:|1.|n5. 5o [ mum o Anmka,
fully I:H!']Lml.‘ll: thar she J.Fpn.-nltcd. the
l:-n'-.-'l't:,-'uFHdm': answer and the Gblll:.‘l-
non ko l:j-.-.:m.:.d.uub]:.']ml.g., thnuFHrFul
one | gad, “Well what aboui you, A
ks And abe sad, “Me, toa™

That's when | started wo prepare for
twioshour shows.

Mk Faldo had an mcn*d.il:r]:,' diffioult
furst interview. He had Just broken up
his Fln._g.-fr,"tn.-m:hﬂ :re|a.|.'i|:|n:|'|.|p with
David Leadberter, dunng which time
Faldo had become the best FL::.-er in the
warld and Leadbeeter the best-known
teacher, And Nick ended the relation-
.-.hip b:.' !.I.'!'.dl:l'lt:_ a fax. You want to end
the r{-h:mm.hip, fine. But it wasx my
VI, il don't dooe wath a fax.

What did he say when you asked him
aboart that?

All af a swdden, Mick didn'e s;:lr:l]-l: ]ins_a
lish. I goe the thackese accent and non se-
quiluri and mndom free assonations. It
s dl.i.l"l.l'lt'{ the BFOA Merchandise Show

Goll Digas! FENRUARY 20020 5.1
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here in Ordando, one of the few bmes
when we had a full audeence, hundreds
of people m the room. You coulld hear a
pin drop dunng every commercial break.
The tensson was meredibly thack.

Two days later | show up at a shoot
for Adams Golf to direer Mick in a eom-
mecrcial as has acring eoach and director,

And he says, “Whar the bleep
are you doing here” | said,
“I'm here o direce you and
act ag your acting coach
roday.” He said, “The bleep
your are.” | said, “Mow, 1| know
you can be a cold, emonon-
less basrard, and 1 know you
can pretend to not speak
English, and I know that you
can pretend to be a jerk, bue lee me cell
you what: [ know you can speak in
round vowels, | kmow thar you speak the
Chueen’s English perfecely, and 1 know
that you can be warm and you can be
ey and you can be fues"

And he said, “Fuzzy Faldof” And 1
said, "That's nghr.”

A SHORT DRIVE

Can Be Good For Your Game!

1

<83 saq

A shan dme from home
can be pood for yoer game!
=) Imapne 3 week of counes
o play. Sleeping five minmes
from a tee box No traffic
|:igh‘..= o Ome consumisg
waits to tee off Right now
_“'.l SYE 'H-itll 'rL'LUIE-JI 'hI:L"l.'L'II'-
on Santee golf outings.

BATES
fTAKT AT

DAY

Marg Sasicr airy coursey, double covsmecy, contmssial
brrakdik. Suly g fng and cart, DS DL, Vilsd

i ke [0

L

EXIT98

Call w 1I!‘|.'I:|-' or wat our welsite for alfordable,
corvenient fon. Plan it wday. Be here tomommow.
When you learn about Santee, you wall wish you were here.

SAN EE § FOR TEE s
‘ 1-866-750-4FUN 4354,
TR T ETTE x0T 98 OFF INTERSTATE-95 = P.O, BOX 424, SANTEE, 5C 29142

TIMES

'EVERY ONCE IN AWHILE YOU STAND UP
AND SAY, “THIS IS HOW | FEEL," WITHOUT
REGARD FOR THE CONSEQUENCES.

Ler me tell you, he delnvered and per-

formed 100 percent for me thar day,
By when we see each other, he calls me
sweetheart. 5o our relanonships has fully
evoheed
What's your relationship with Tiger
Woods? We haven't sean him on The
Golf Channel much lataly,
Tiger's unspoken deal with me is, when
he feels like it, he'll drop by che studio
unannoumced 10 minutes before armme
and make me work my liele Gnmy off o
do the best possible show I can, which
was how we did our lase show together.
Burch [Harmon] and | were scleduled
the Twesday afrer the 2000 Masters.

50 Burch i in che-studio. T'm sinting
ity makeup at 10 manuces oo 8 bebore the
show goes on and who walks in bur
Tiger. I said, “Well, whar are you doing
herer” And he goes, "I'm here for the
hour.” Prom there on in, the three of us
Basically winged it, but Tiger was brl-
liant char neghe.

Let's talk about your stand against Cal-
laway's noncenforming ERC I driver
why did this issue exercise you 5o
much? You had to know it could get
youl in trouble,

I'd expressed my esoemely strong opin-
icn o che subject. While [ don't regret
anything thar | said, che tone was much
More PaAssiomare and much more per-
sonal chan [ve ever been on any show, |
wish [ could have softened chac Bur i
{Ust seEms 1o me chae CYVErY Onie In &
while chere s someching char comes up,
whether it’s in life or golf, where you
stand wp and say, “This is how | feed”
withouwt regard for the conssguences

But that had to be tricky for you and
The Golf Channel, because your co-
founder and chairman, Amaold Palmer,
had endorsed the ERC I,

You're talking abour the most popular
player n the history of the game, some-
omie with whaom e |,'r:_||'|!.|~r| a wnnderfil
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relavionship since my very first day ar
The Galf Channel. Even Arnold malkes
muiscakes, and I felr thar he made one in
this case.

Baze 1 chink whar Arnold was condoen-
inge was quite differens from the implica-
rions of what he was condoning.
Arnold’s whole thing ar che rime was,

IN THIS CASE.’

“Hey, a bunch of older guys
wanr poowss ir, who earegg”
He did not mean s OK for
everybody. It was very narrow
in seope. | think thar Ely ex-
ploited and magnified char
narrow scope of Arnold’s
thinking, which is whar got
Arnold in erouble wath the
publee.

There has baen a lot written about
how Amobd was hurt by this. Do you
thirik it furt you in some ways, too?
Yisuh, it hure me ..'I.H!:.idcm]ﬂ:.'. Here it iz,
mare than a year laver, my schedule at
The Goli Channel has been significanely
reduced. | was rold as recently as Sep-
pemiber thar [ didn'r appreciate company

Teeing

it up

with the big I;||:|-:|r1:..

Bachk then, [ thorsghit thiene were mo heggpew Bienocs i Sl ol godl Yedew

the miore yoig want g6 ooeme back

MM « GOLE TEMMIS

taver we'd st our o golf tradickon. Retuming oo Ses Pines Hesorn
ey veas Ioowstch poll s greaiist champsons ot the WOHLDOOM CLASSIC

o Harbwemr T Caodl Linko—andl, of ersrse, 1o play -‘\I -
golf Punng bow it 1=: che moie courses you play IE ﬂl u lﬂ;
T Sea Pines

s s informmian—ne ading relarations ol the new lon e Harbour Terem—eall
|-BOG-SEAPINES [T31-T451) o wiilt un ot SeaPires cor. Rares froes § 108, Cortar ressriesion apply

SEACH

Hikoni Hewnd I, Somurh Carcling
Mhadntesgr micemorfer slnce ST 1

HOMES + D

MING « YILLAS

'EVEN ARNOLD MAKES MISTAKES,
AND | FELT THAT HE MADE ONE

policy and that company policy was thar
no mateer what, you never criticize
Armpld Pabmer.

after the initial thrust and parry on
this, your annual Palmer Interview to
kick off 2001 was on the horzon, It
wirs reported that you were going to
be removed from that show, Was that
ewer officially done?

In December of 2000, 1 recerved 2 Fh-nml
call from one of the MAnagers of The
Golf Channel who, after giving me a
lau ndr_!.' hise, said, “And you won't b
h..'rmns_ the Amold Palmer show,® |
asked, "".I-":l_'!.' naoc 'I'hvr_g.' e, “Well, we
WANE [0 give ather F-cn-]:lle a chamce ™ 1
wand, “IF vou v mmzb-ud.}' s sn-nd. or
better who can do the _pul:l. that 1 under-
stand. But if you're going to put some

|Ju|'.|._'!.' m wha doesn’t do the jnh as wall
then 1.!.']1:." woruld YOU NOE Present your
baszt Fi'l'f-:ll'l'l'h!r in hiz best role®”

What happened then?

On Eir'id.n:.-' MOming, a number L1I'_|m.1r-
nalises, inc]udmg Tim Rosaforte lGn.'l-]f
World,'Golf DHgest Senior "J'.’meri asked
me 1f e wast true char [ was hﬂng Fi-
moved from what had become an mso-
rution, Amold and me |:|ui|1g the First
show af the year. The next d,-|_:|,. Tim and
F-rrhl?.l athers callsd Armold's office
get hiz reaction. Amold had nor been
tald. Arnold called his partner, Joe
Gibba, and inspwed thac [ be reinstared
on the show. | mecerved a call from our
executive producer leaving me a message
:r]li:nF me [ had been reimwtared

Was there a lot of tension on the set
during and after the Interdew?

I found oue after the show that Bnan
Hammonsg, ong of our “Golf Central” an-
chor, had been ml:lun:.r.m:ed in the chief
operating officer’s office warching the
pelecast. made up and bookad up in the
evemit that Joe Gibbs, who was wal:;lm:l:.:
fram the congrol room, determined chat
I mughe ask a queesssion of Amald chac he
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felt inappropriate. And the plan, as [ un-
derstond ir, was that [ would be removed
during the show by secunny guards, with
Bran Hammons to be substinuted,

That would have béan ke Dan Rather
walking off the CBS News 5ot yoars
ago whien he was bumpad off the air
by the LS, Open tennis.

The difference was, | wasn’t going wo go
willingly.

I5 it true thot you met with Amold be-
fore his appearancs to try to talk out a
pasition that would, in effect. get him
offf th lisok?

Thar's absolutely true. It's been my siyle
o mot do anything with the guests unol
they're strming in the chair In cthis case,
we're ralking abouwr Armnold Palmer, the

chairman and co-founder of the net-
WK 5:.,.-.-.:-|:|:.r|:lnd:r I have been in love with
since | was B years old. There was an:
other confidant and adviser VT close o
Arnold who talked him mito dopng this,
‘Would that be Charlie Mechem, the for-
mer LPGEA Tour commissioner?

Charle Mechem did artange for Armold
to have breakfast with me on Sarurday
MGG, 3t my request. Armold and |
met af Hu:.' Hull. 1711 be quite irank with
you and Just tell vou what I said (o
Arnold, GLIte frank in the sense that T'm
CXposIing a F:-I'rh‘l'll'lill comversation:
“Look, il Winnte was here with us now,
she would say, “Peter has never done you
wrong. He's always been your friend
He's always been a fan, He' alwaya been

S8 FERAUARY 2002 ol Digest

'ITS BEEN MY STYLE TO NOT
DO ANYTHING WITH THE GUESTS
UNTIL THEY'RE SITTING IN THE CHAIR.’

your guy and stoeed up for you, amd you
have reason (o trust Pever, and you'd bet-
per truse him Monday nighe, because
ive's poang o help ger you out of this." '

And [ said, “Look, whar | think you
meant (o do is work inside the Mrame-
work of the mules o make the game as-
ter for players who find ir a real
challenge.”

And he looked ar me and said,
“Thae's exactly wiar | want

| said, "Well, thar's not how this is
playing our, This is playing our thar
vou're condoning breaking one of the
Rules of Golf."

He said, "l don't mean thar arall®
Caece you got him on the show then, he
didn’t take the bait that you'd agreed
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tao, did he? it ot rather confrontational,
o bit acrimonious.
That would sccurately sum LI the state
af affairs thar evening.
What actually happened on the alr?
Basically | repeaced our conversation of
Sarurday, And [ -;'::|.l-n|.'.|.'d him o say,
.EI.-II.'I:IF."J'HHJ. invatead ke sadd, “Thve gota
lot of lemers and '|.1|:|.-u|:u' calls from my
I_r:i|:|:|.-d=.. il I1LI.I:I:I|.|I.T 1.1!- 'In'a'tI.L'!I'I:I Il.i.l.'u'\.' l'a'lll.f\l!
mi¢ & chearer o my face and In writing,
and if you were to call me a chearer right
here, righr now on rhis show, [ would
punch yeu in the nose.™

Thar was not the answer thar | was
expecring. My inirial reacrion was,
“Mor what I expecred, bui probably
good delewision. "

So 1 stuck o my game plan, which
WS o 1.;.i-.1: b wiggle room for as long
as the subject was on the table, 1o Eive
him every chance to say what it wax |
think he truly believes l-::ld.:.:r and has be-
ligwed his entine life abou InteEniy, viil-
uwes and rules. | know how I POTTAnt
that is g0 him.

s Amold coming on with you again this
year? Are you scheduled to do that an-
nual Interview?

No one has told me thar he's nor dmnl:
the show, Mo one has told me I'm not
-J.l.'lin:: the show. The next time [ saw
Armold was ac the p::-ll' writers' dinmer in
June, the 50ch anniversary of the Met
[Mew York metro] Goll Writers honor-

ing the 50-vear contribution of the Big

OceaN IN FRONT. WETLANDS IN BACK,.

Firie (Mu: {?n Belives.

Thiree .'l.n1|¢',_|.:_'k and ";'1'".'" Armold and
1 sat next oo eech other on the daig, and
when [ saw him in che liccle private
room for the pm::-p].- on the dais before
the ||1|::|1;_|;. 1 hadn'c seen him in six
months and [ said, *We OK*® He said.
o want to have a lictle ﬂg]w?’ in the
frendliese, silliest wWay, And we shook
hands and he had a twmnkle in his eye,
and we e cach other a |11::.:.

The former longtime producer of godf
for CBS, Frank Chirkinlan, used 1o have
a phrase that he would use occaslon-
ally, and he dealt with some big-name
talents and some blg egos. He would
say. “Talent without ego Is not @lent.”
Do you feel as if you have a big ego?

I chink all successful p:‘l:'\-":llt" have |'|.,-.1.|r|'|:.'
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‘IF I'M IN A TOWN THAT DOESN'T HAVE
IT [THE GOLF CHANNEL], I'M THE
SAME JERK I'VE ALWAYS BEEN.

ter than you, and you knew
thar ke knew thar you knew
he was better than you.”
Whosa line Is that?

I'rm mot sure, bur Pvestolen it you, really, and where do you come
froan soanewhene. from* ®

Have you learmed over the [ sad, “That’s a question that you
years that your questions wane to ask of a lot of people. Bobby
can get a liithe too long or  Jones, you would like to ask that Bus
complicated for Some now [ ask you Who are you, really, and

Humphrey Bogart and Ingnd Bergman
are in Pans ar the begpnning and chey're
in love and they're happy and everything
i5 Fabulous and be says to her, “Who are

egos, There's nothing wrong with thae 1
think I have whar vou would call an ath-
lete's arrogance for the work thar | do.
Just like Jack Micklaus knew thae he was
thi best golier when he was plaving and
there was thar business about. “If you
were playing Jack, you knew thar he was
betrer chan you, be knew thar he was ber-

guests? I'm thinking about the first
gqueestion in the Micklaus interviaw.

It was a near-death experience getting
ready for thae show. [ could see myselfas
a fan who just got to be the guy who
asked the questions that everybody
wanied po ask. And | 2ad o Jack, “He-
mimber the movie "Casablanca” when
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whiere dio you come from?”

Firse, he sadd to me, “Well, whar did
she sav?™ refernng to Ingnd Bergman.
And | sad, “T'm not telling.”

And rather than Jack seving the ques-
tio as 1 =aw it, he took it more literally
and ralked aboutr where he grew up and
having mer Barbara Bash, who later be-
came Barbara Micklaus.

Are thene othor Intervieswers on TV that
you think are particularly good?

Karie Coune has become a really good
interviewer, in the kst couple of years in
particular. | don’t know thar she gets
credie for that, She has become a damn
good interviewer. [ think Brian Williams
is phenomenal. [ bke Chns Manthews. |
like Geraldo Rivera

What about Lamy King?

I don'c understand how you can oot
prepare for an interaew and be proud
of e

He has boasted his whole career that
that’s how he does lt—he and the audi-
ence are then In the same boat, discov-
ering things together,

Well, you kmow what? You're supposed
to be there po entertain the audience,
ned 1o de the audience. He had Tiger on
the show, and Tiger knew he wasn't
prepared, and Tiger gave him nothing
Larry King asked Tiger something o
the effece of—I may be paraphrasing
and exaggeraning, bur something to che
effect of—"Boy, those bogey 75 must re-
ally make you nues” And [ was think-
ing 1o mysell, “Yeak, thove par-6 bolvs



are really rough. ® Ie was jusc deeadful,
Who are some of the guests you
weanted to get on but couldn’t?
We've been able vo have every great Ining
player on, with very few exceptions
Mickey Wright is a very notable excep-
rion, and [ think ir's my faule thar she
hasn't been on [ don't believe she ever
gor my lewer imviting her on, [ owe her
anather one
It you could go back through history,
wiha woudd you maost like to interview?
Old Tom Morris, Young Tom Morris,
Allan Robertson—golf's ficse profes-
sicnal—James Braid, .H. Taylor, Harry
Vardon, Walter Hagen, Joyce Wethered
And obviously Bobby Jones would be
Ma 1.
Do you think you sometimes overdo it
with Jones, invoking his name when
some modern tour players and fans
miy barely know whao he is?
There's never any attempe o raise him
granuirously, bur as 1 understand ix,
there used 1o be some informal beteing
peoks among my colleagues about how
quickly would 1 Figure ot a way to raise
Jomes' naame, Bur [ also raise Jack Nick-
Laus, Tizer Woods and Ben Hegan a lot
These are the four greavest players who
have come aloag,
You'we achleved a level of celebrity
yourself, How do you handle that?
My celebrity stanus i largely dependent
o where | am. If I'm ac a golfl wourma-
ment, I'm Madonna If I'm in a rown
thac doesn't have ic [The Golfl Channel],
I'm the same jerk 've always been

The attenrion has been enormous
and incredibly farvering, bur it's com-
pletely cempered by two things. 1 have
a l3-year-old son, and when | come
home from work chinking how well
the evening went I'll say o him, “Ihd
you see any of the show?" his response
will be, *Mo, | wouldn't warch chat
Who warches thar stulf? And ampaay,

which one did you do conighr, the one
where you sit down and cross your legs
or the one where you stand up and

pretend you understand the golf
swings: 5a if there's been any sense of
an inflated head, thar would dispel o ™
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